Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 07380 170935Z 

20 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 RSC-01 OC-05 CCO-OO /024 W 

084387 

R 170830Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 9593 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

UNCLAS JIDDA 7380 


E.O.: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTIO, SA 

SUBJ: MAJOR PROJECT: DOMESTIC COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 

1. IT APPEARS THAT SAG MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS WILL 
BE ISSUING CONTRACTS FOR THE SECOND AND THIRD PHASES OF 
THE SO-CALLED "BACKBONE PROJECT" BY MID-1975. CONTRACTS 
WILL NOT RPT NOT BE LET THROUGH OPEN TENDER BUT BY INVI- 
TATION TO LIMITED NUMBER OF COMPANIES TO SUBMIT BIDS. 
MINISTRY PRESENTLY PREPARING LIST OF PRE-QUALIFIED FIRMS. 
INVITATIONS WILL PROBABLY GO OUT AROUND FEBRUARY. 

2. PHASES II AND III ESSENTIALLY CONSIST OF SERIES OF 
MICRO-WAVE STATIONS TO TIE NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN POINTS 
INTO INTEGRATED KINGDOM-WIDE NETWORK. LARGE VOLUME OF 
COROLLARY WORK WILL ALSO BE REQUIRED FOR INSTALLATION 
OF LOCAL EXCHANGES, TELEPHONE SYSTEMS, ETC. VALUE OF THE 
TWO PHASES HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY ESTIMATED AT $60 TO $100 
MILLION; MAY NOW RUN EVEN HIGHER. CONSULTANTS FOR THE 
PROJECTS ARE PREECE, CARDEW & RIDER; AND SWEDISH TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANTS. 

3. SEVERAL MAJOR U.S. TELECOMMUNICATIONS FIRMS HAVE 
BEEN INTERESTED IN THIS PROJECT. WOULD APPRECIATE 
READING FROM USDOC ON WHICH COMPANIES SERIOUSLY PLAN 
TO COMPETE. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT INTERESTED COMPANIES 
FILE QUALIFICATIONS DATA WITH MINISTRY UNLESS THEY ARE 
CONFIDENT THAT MINISTRY ALREADY HAS GOOD INFORMATION ON 
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THEIR QUALIFICATIONS AND CAPABILITIES. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 DEC 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974JIDDA07380 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740366-0680 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741230/aaaaazce.tel 

Line Count: 62 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRH 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 SEP 2002 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <09 JAN 2003 by MorefiRH> 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
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